PM’s green tips: Cycling, recychng

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Emphasizing
that the threat of climate
change can be countered by
making lifestyle changes,
Prime ' Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday suggested
some energy-saving practic-
es such as switching off
streetlights on fullmoon
nights-and using bicycles at
least once a week.

The PM suggested the op-
tion of switching off street-
lights on moonlit nights
could beexplored after taking
“people into confidence”. He
said steps like using bicycles
once a week, like on Sundays,
could go a long way in saving
energy and the climate.

While suggesting the op-
tions at a conference of state

environment ministers, the
PM took a dig at possible crit-

ics of his ideas, saying they -

would accuse himof beingan
“agent of cycle manufactur-
ers”.

He even told the audlence

that many people in ‘Enghsh— 11

influenced’ urbanso- .
cieties would laugh
at such suggestion:
and would “enter-
tain you for another
48hours(through TV
debate or general dis-
cussions) as they are
people of a different
mindset”.

While : not dlscountlng
modern technological meth-
ods to reduce carbon emis-
sions, Modi stressed the tradi-

~tional means to save energy,

includingrecycling.
Elaborating some tradi-

tional practices, the PM re-
ferred to the tradition in vil-
lage$ “where “grandmothers
would teach children how to
thread a needle on full-moon
nights. He said the present
generation remains cut off
fromthese.

The PM wurged
urban bodies to re-
vive such tradition-
al practices. The
thread-needle prac-
tice, hesaid,couldbe
celebrated as “festiv-
al” on ‘Purnima’.

“You can imag-
ine how much energy can be
saved by switching off street-
lights on full-moon nights. If
youpresentthisideain terms
of cutting ‘carbon emission’,
the so-called learned people
would call it a hew idea,” Mo-
disaid.

Blaming hfestyle changes
asthereasonforenvironmen-
tal degradation, he said in-
creasingconsumerism wasat
the root of climate crisis. “I
have said it many times that
we are making all therules to
curb carbon emissions ... but
we are not willing to change
our lifestyle. In the root of the
problem is that humanity
kept increasing its consump-
tion and nature is harmed
most where consumption is

- maximum,” hesaid.

He emphasized the recy-

cling of waste water and oth-_

er material, including old
clothes, and said how the
“culture of recycle and re-
use” wasnot new for India.

The environment minis-
try on the occasion released.a
booklet on ‘low-carbon life-
styles’.



